TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

February 9, 1999

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Speaker and members of the Legislature, |
don"t_ know a single one of these gentlemen. I"m sure they“re
all fine, upstanding citizens. 1| believe they pay their taxes.
1 think they go to bed at a reasonable hour. They probably
brush their teeth in the morning, at night, and eat their
spinach, but nevertheless, all we"ve been getting are Dalton

Brothers. 1°d like to see maybe the Andrews Sisters every now
and then. All of these appointments, the major appointments,
somebody Ffinally did an article, and 1 talked to some of the
reporters about it. I don"t see all this diversity that the

present Governor was talking about. [I"m going to share withyou
all an article, but I'm going to write a rhyme about it at the
time, where he had gone to a gathering of peoplewho are
nonwhite, they"re also not black. You"ll have to wait to get
the article to see which ethnic group they are of. But he was
talking about the need for diversity. And maybe his
understanding of diversity is different from mine. The first
gentleman is named Ron, that starts with R; the second one"s
name is Richard, that starts with an R; the third one"s name is
Richard, that starts with anR. But the fourth one"s name is
Jeffrey, that starts with aJ. So there we have the diversity.

We have names that start with..._we have three names that start
with an R, and one that starts with a J. But what Mr. Johanns
needs to realize is that those of us who are genuinely concerned
about government setting the tone go much deeper than the Tfirst
letter in people®s first name. And 1 intend to talk about it
from time to time. But I'm going to vote against this
confimation, and 1 wanted it clear that my vote does not go to
the qualification or capability of either of the three R"s and
the J. In fact, they mightbe the most qualified people in the
universe for these positions, but too often there are
politicians who will give speeches, as the Governor did to this
group that 1 had mentioned earlier, making all of the
appropriate comments, but when we get to the real world, where
the rubber meets the road, Senator Cudaback, or the hammer hits
the head of the nail, Senator Connealy, or the hammer hits the
top of the anvil, if you will, a different of set of principles
will come into play. And when we begin to look around we see a
sameness, a monotony. There was a very demeaning comment that
white people used to say more blatantly than they do now, but
they still hold to that idea, that all black people look alike.



